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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-66 were examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1,2,4-8,10-16,18-33,34-36,39-49,52-56 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Brown (U.S. Patent 5,794,216 (1998)). Brown 
teaches a device for storing information about a plurality of houses, for access by an 
application program executed on a computer or other programmable apparatus 
(abstract). 

Claim 1 . A method for specifying upgrade options (column 6, lines 30-35) for a new 
building comprising the steps of scanning (column 3, lines 57-59) a floor plan of the 
building (column 5, lines 1-6) into a first computer to form a scanned floor plan; 
displaying the scanned floor plan upon the monitor of a second computer while 
simultaneously displaying a plurality of icons representative (column 6, lines 7-35) of a 
corresponding plurality of different upgrade options upon the monitor of the second 
computer, and selecting at least one of the available upgrade options and designating 
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where the upgrade option is to he placed in the building by placing the icons (column 6, 
lines 33-50) at corresponding location upon the displayed floor plan, and wherein the 
floor plan is automatically updated to incorporate the selected upgrade options (column 
6, lines 33-50). 

Claim 2. The method as recited in Claim 1 (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57-59, 
column 6, lines 33-50), wherein the fast computer and the second computer (column 5, 
lines 29-41) are the same computer. 

Claim 4. The method as recited in Claim 1 , (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57- 
59, column 6, lines 33-50) wherein the step of displaying a plurality of icons comprises 
displaying of icons in a toolbox and the icons are placed by voice recognition and/or by 
dragging and dropping icons (column 4, lines 61-65). 

Claim 5. The method as recited in Claim 1, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57- 
59, column 6, lines 33-50) further comprising the step of adding a text comment to a 
dropped icon (column 4, lines 61-65). 

Claim 6. The method as recited in Claim 1, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57- 
59, column 6, lines 33-50) further comprising the step of compiling a list of selected 
upgrade options (column 6, lines 34-65). 
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Claim 7. The method as recited in Claim 1, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57- 
59, column 6, lines 33-50) further comprising the step of compiling a list of selected 
upgrade options and prices for the selected upgrade (column 5, lines 51-54; column 6, 
lines 34-65) options. 

Claim 8. The method as recited in Claim 1 , (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57- 
59, column 6, lines 33-50) further comprising the step of calculating a total price 
(column 5, lines 51-54) for the selected upgrade options (column 6, lines 34-65). 

Claim 10. The method as recited in Claim 1, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57- 
59, column 6, lines 33-50) further comprising the step of forming database of purchaser 
information (column 7, lines 47-61 with figure 13). 

Claim 1 1 . The method as recited in Claim 1 , (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57- 
59, column 6, lines 33-50) further comprising the step of forming a database of 
purchaser information, the database comprising the name of the purchaser and the 
upgrade options purchased by the purchaser (column 5, lines 6-28). 

Claim 12. The method as recited in Claim 1, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57- 
59, column 6, lines 33-50) wherein the step of displaying a plurality of icons comprises 
displaying floor plan (column 6, lines 7-27). 
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Claim 13. The method as recited in Claim 1, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57- 
59, column 6, lines 33-50) wherein the floor plan and the icons are displayed as part of 
a web page (compatible to HTML and/or JAVA: column 7, lines 47-61 ). 



Claim 14. The method as recited In Claim 1, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57- 
59, column 6, lines 33-50) wherein the building comprises a home (column 5, lines 12- 
14). 



Claim 15. A system for specifying upgrade options (column 6, lines 30-35) for a building, 
the system comprising: a scanner for scanning floor plans (column 3, lines 57-59); a 
computer in communication with the scanner, the computer having a monitor (column 3, 
lines 42-65 with figures 1-3); and wherein the computer is configured to display a 
plurality of icons representative of upgrade options while simultaneously displaying a 
scanned floor plan (column 3, lines 42-65 with figures 1-3; column 6, lines 7-16), the 
computer being further configured to allow selected icons to be placed at desired 
locations upon the displayed floor plan, and wherein the floor plan is automatically 
updated to incorporate the upgrade options represented by the selected icons (column 
6, lines 6-65) . 



Claim 16. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in 
claim 15, (column 6, lines 30-35*; column 3, lines 57-59; column 3, lines 42-65 with 
figures 1-3; column 3, lines 42-65 with figures 1-3; column 6, lines 7-16; column 6, lines 
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6-65) further comprising a plurality of digitized floor plans (column 1, lines 21-25 with 
columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively) stored for use by the computer. 

Claim 18. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in 
claim 15, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57-59; column 3, lines 42-65 with 
figures 1-3; column 3, lines 42-65 with figures 1-3; column 6,lines 7-16; column 6, lines 
6-65) wherein the computer is configured to display the icons in a toolbox, and to place 
the icons by voice recognition and/or by dragging and dropping icons (column 4, lines 
61-65). 

Claim 19. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in 
claim 15, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57-59; column 3, lines 42-65 with 
figures 1-3; column 3, lines 42-65 with figures 1-3; column 6,lines 7-16; column 6, lines 
6-65) wherein the computer is configured to facilitate adding a text comment to an icon 
(column 4, lines 61-65). 

Claim 20. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in 
claim 15, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57-59; column 3, lines 42-65 with 
figures 1-3; column 3, lines 42-65 with figures 1-3; column 6,lines 7-16; column 6, lines 
6-65) wherein the computer is configured to facilitate compiling of a list of selected 
upgrade options (column 6, lines 34-65). 
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Claim 21 . The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in 
claim 15, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57-59; column 3, lines 42-65 with 
figures 1-3; column 3, lines 42-65 with figures 1-3; column 6, lines 7-16; column 6, lines 
6-65) wherein the computer is configured to facilitate compiling of a list of selected 
upgrade options and prices for the selected upgrade (column 5, lines 51-54; column 6, 
lines 34-65) options. 

Claim 22. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in 
claim 15, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57-59; column 3, lines 42-65 with 
figures 1-3; column 3, lines 42-65 with figures 1-3; column 6, lines 7-16; column 6, lines 
6-65) wherein the computer is configured to calculate a total price for the selected 
upgrade (column 5, lines 51-54; column 6, lines 34-65) options. 

Claim 24. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in 
claim 15, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57-59; column 3, lines 42-65 with 
figures 1-3; column 3, lines 42-65 with figures 1-3; column 6,lines 7-16; column 6, lines 
6-65) wherein the computer is configured to form a database of purchaser information 
(column 7, lines 47-61 with figure 13). 

Claim 25. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in 
claim 15, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57-59; column 3, lines 42-65 with 
figures 1-3; column 3, lines 42-65 with figures 1-3; column 6, lines 7-16; column 6, lines 
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6-65) wherein the computer Is configured to form a database of purchaser information, 
the database comprising the name of the purchaser and the upgrade options purchased 
by the purchaser (column 5, lines 6-28). 

Claim 26. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in 
claim 15, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57-59; column 3, lines 42-65 with 
figures 1-3; column 3, lines 42-65 with figures 1-3; column 6,lines 7-16; column 6, lines 
6-65) wherein the computer is configured to display only those icons which are 
representative of upgrade options that are available for the displayed floor plan (column 
6, lines 7-27). 

Claim 27. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in 
claim 15, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57-59; column 3, lines 42-65 with 
figures 1-3; column 3, lines 42-65 with figures 1-3; column 6,lines 7-16; column 6, lines 
6-65) wherein the computer is configured to display the floor plan and the icons as part 
of a web page (compatible to HTML and/or JAVA: column 7, lines 47-61). 

Claim 28. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in 
claim 15, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57-59; column 3, lines 42-65 with 
figures 1-3; column 3, lines 42-65 with figures 1-3; column 6,lines 7-16; column 6, lines 
6-65) wherein the new building comprises a home (column 5, lines 12-14). 
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Claim 29. A system for specifying upgrade options (column 6, lines 30-35) for a new 
building, the systeni comprising; a plurality of digitized floor plans (column 1, lines 21-25 
witli columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively); a computer having a monitor for 
displaying the floor plans (column 8, lines 48-67); and wherein the computer is 
configured to display a plurality of icons representative of upgrade options while 
simultaneously displaying a selected one of the digitized floor plans (column 8, lines 48- 
67; column 1, lines 21-25 with columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively), the 
computer being further configured to allow selected icons to be placed at desired upon 
the scanned floor plan (column S.lines 6-53), such as by voice recognition and/or by 
dragging and dropping icons, and wherein the selected one of the digitized floor plans 
(column 1, lines 21-25 with columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively) is 
automatically updated to incorporate upgrade options (column 6, lines 6-50) 
represented by the selected icons. 

Claim 30. A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in claim 
29, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 1, lines 21-25 with columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, 
respectively column 8,lines 6-53); wherein the digitized floor plans comprise scanned 
floor plans (column 1, lines 21-25 with columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively). 

Claim 31 . A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building (column 5, lines 
12-14) as recited in claim 29, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 1 , lines 21-25 with 
columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively column 8,llnes 6-53) wherein the computer 
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is configured to display only those icons which represent upgrades that are available for 
a floor plan is currently being displayed (column 6, lines 6-65). 

Claim 32. A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building (column 5, lines 
12-14) as recited in claim 29, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 1, lines 21-25 with 
columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively column S.lines 6-53) further comprising a 
toolbox within which the icons are displayed upon the monitor (figure 15 with column 8, 
lines 23-52). 

Claim 34. A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building (column 5, lines 
12-14) as recited in claim 29, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 1, lines 21-25 with 
columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively column 8,lines 6-53) wherein the computer 
is configured to facilitate adding a text comment to an icon (column 4, lines 61-65). 

Claim 35. A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building (column 5, lines 
12-14) as recited in claim 29, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 1, lines 21-25 with 
columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively column S.lines 6-53) wherein the computer 
is configured to compile a list of selected upgrade options (column 6, lines 34-65). 

Claim 36. A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building (column 5, lines 
12-14) as recited in claim 29, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 1, lines 21 -25 with 
columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively column 8,lines 6-53) wherein the computer 
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is configured to connpile a list of selected upgrade options and prices for the selected 
upgrade options (column 5, lines 51-54). 

Claim 39. A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building (column 5, lines 
12-14) as recited in claim 29, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 1, lines 21-25 with 
columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively column 8,lines 6-53) wherein the computer 
is configured to form a database of purchaser information (column 5, lines 6-28). 

Claim 40. A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building (column 5, lines 
12-14) as recited in claim 29, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 1, lines 21-25 with 
columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively column 8, lines 6-53) wherein the computer 
is configured to form a database of purchaser information (figure 3 with columns 5-6, 
lines 42-67 and 1-6), the database comprising the name of the purchaser and the 
upgrade options (column 6, lines 33-50) purchased by the purchaser. 

Claim 41 . A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building (column 5, lines 
12-14) as recited in claim 29, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 1, lines 21-25 with 
columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively column 8,lines 6-53) wherein the floor plan 
and the icons are displayed as part of a web page (compatible to HTML and/or JAVA: 
column 7, lines 47-61). 
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Claim 42. A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building (column 5, lines 
12-14) as recited in claim 29, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 1, lines 21-25 with 
columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively column 8,lines 6-53) wherein the new 
building comprises a home (column 5, lines 12-14). 

Claim 43. A computer usable medium having computer readable code (column 10, 
lines 20-27) embodied therein, the computer readable program code being executable 
to perform the steps of: displaying a floor plan upon a monitor (column 8, lines 45-60); 
displaying a plurality of icons representative of a corresponding plurality of upgrade 
options upon the monitor, (column 8, lines 48-67; column 1 , lines 21-25 with columns 4 
& 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively) the icons being displayed simultaneously with floor 
plan; and facilitating selection of desired upgrade options and facilitating designation of 
where the selected upgrade options are to be placed in a building by placing the icons 
at corresponding locations upon the displayed floor plan, (column 8, lines 48-67; column 
1 , lines 21-25 with columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively) such as by voice 
recognition and/or by dragging and dropping icons, (column 4, lines 61-65) wherein the 
floor plan is automatically updated to incorporate the desired upgrade options (column 
6, lines 7-65). 

Claim 44. The computer useable media as recited in claim 43, (column 10, lines 20-27; 
column 8, lines 45-60; column 8, lines 48-67; column 1, lines 21-25 with columns 4 & 5, 
lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively; column 4, lines 61-65; column 6, lines 7-65) wherein the 
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step of displaying a floor plan comprises displaying a scanned image of a floor plan 
(column 8, lines 48-52 with figure 20). 

Claim 45. The computer useable media as recited in claim 43, (column 10, lines 20-27; 
column 8, lines 45-60; column 8, lines 48-67; column 1, lines 21-25 with columns 4 & 5, 
lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively; column 4, lines 61-65; column 6, lines 7-65) wherein the 
computer readable program code is further executed to facilitating scanning of a floor 
plan (column 8, lines 48-52 with figure 20 and column 10, lines 20-27). 

Claim 46. The computer useable media as recited in claim 43, (column 10, lines 20-27; 
column 8, lines 45-60; column 8, lines 48-67; column 1, lines 21-25 with columns 4 & 5, 
lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively; column 4, lines 61-65; column 6, lines 7-65) wherein the 
step of displaying a plurality of icons comprises displaying a plurality of icons in a 
toolbox (column 4, lines 61-65). 

Claim 47. The computer useable media as recited in claim 43, (column 10, lines 20-27; 
column 8, lines 45-60; column 8, lines 48-67; column 1 , lines 21-25 with columns 4 & 5, 
lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively; column 4, lines 61-65; column 6, lines 7-65) wherein the 
computer readable program code is executable to add a text comment to an icon 
(column 4, lines 61-65). 
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Claim 48. The computer useable media as recited in claim 43, (column 10, lines 20-27; 
column 8, lines 45-60; column 8, lines 48-67; column 1, lines 21-25 with columns 4 & 5, 
lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively; column 4, lines 61-65; column 6, lines 7-65) wherein the 
computer readable program code is executable to compile a list of selected upgrade 
options (column 6, lines 34-65). 

Claim 49. The computer useable media as recited in claim 43, (column 10, lines 20-27; 
column 8, lines 45-60; column 8, lines 48-67; column 1, lines 21-25 with columns 4 & 5, 
lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively; column 4, lines 61 -65; column 6, lines 7-65) wherein the 
computer readable program code is further executed to compile a list of selected 
upgrade options prices for the selected upgrade options (column 6, lines 34-65). 

Claim 52. The computer useable media as recited in claim 43, (column 10, lines 20-27; 
column 8, lines 45-60; column 8, lines 48-67; column 1, lines 21-25 with columns 4 & 5, 
lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively; column 4, lines 61-65; column 6, lines 7-65) wherein the 
computer readable program code is further executable to form a database of purchaser 
information (column 7, lines 47-61 with figure 13). 

Claim 53. The computer useable media as recited in claim 43, (column 10, lines 20-27; 
column 8, lines 45-60; column 8, lines 48-67; column 1, lines 21-25 with columns 4 & 5, 
lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively; column 4, lines 61-65; column 6, lines 7-65) wherein the 
computer readable program code is further executable to form a database (column 10, 
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lines 20-43) comprising the name of the purchaser and the upgrade options purchased 
by the purchaser (column 5, lines 6-28). 

Claim 54. The computer useable media as recited in claim 43, (column 10, lines 20-27; 
column 8, lines 45-60; column 8, lines 48-67; column 1, lines 21-25 with columns 4 & 5, 
lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively; column 4, lines 61-65; column 6, lines 7-65) wherein the 
step of displaying a plurality of options comprises displaying only those options which 
are available for the displayed floor plan (column 6, lines 7-27). 

Claim 55. The computer useable media as recited in claim 43, (column 10, lines 20-27; 
column 8, lines 45-60; column 8, lines 48-67; column 1, lines 21-25 with columns 4 & 5, 
lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively; column 4, lines 61-65; column 6, lines 7-65) wherein the 
steps of displaying the floor plan and displaying the icons comprise displaying a web 
page (compatible to HTML and/or JAVA: column 7, lines 47-61). 

Claim 56. The computer useable media as recited in claim 43, (column 10, lines 20-27; 
column 8, lines 45-60; column 8, lines 48-67; column 1, lines 21-25 with columns 4 & 5, 
lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively; column 4, lines 61-65; column 6, lines 7-65) wherein the 
building comprises a home (column 5, lines 12-14). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 
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1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3, 9,17,23,33,37,38,50,51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as 
unpatentable by Blumberg et al. (U.S. Patent 6,496,776 (2002)), in view of Brown (U.S. 
Patent 5,794,216 (1998)). Blumberg et al. teaches a method and apparatus whereby an 
individual is able to readily obtain location-centric information about specific physical 
location via a wireless device with the ability to calculate real estate transactions but; 
but doesn't teach the specific particulars involved in process of real estate. Brown 
teaches a device for storing information about a plurality of houses, for access by an 
application program executed on a computer or other programmable apparatus 
(abstract). At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Brown by Blumberg et al. since it would be advantageous for a realtor 
to have access to a plurality of property particulars in a mobile device so both the 
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customer and the realtor can focus on a particular type of house without physically 
searching a plurality of neighborhoods. 

Claim 3. The method recited in Claim 1 (column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57-59, 
column 6, lines 33-50), wherein the second computer comprises at least on of a laptop 
computer, a palm computer, a pen base computer, a desk top computer (column 3, 
lines 47-51) and any wireless network computer (Blumberg: columns 7-8, lines 50-67, 1- 
5, respectively). 

Claim 9. The method as recited in Claim 1, (Brown: column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, 
lines 57-59, column 6, lines 33-50) further comprising the step of calculating a total price 
(Blumberg: column 9, lines 34-40) for the building, including selected upgrade options. 

Claim 17. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in 
claim 15, (Brown: column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57-59; column 3, lines 42-65 
with figures 1-3; column 3, lines 42-65 with figures 1-3; column 6,lines 7-16; column 6, 
lines 6-65) wherein the computer comprises at least one of a laptop computer, a palm 
computer, a pen base computer, a desk top computer (Brown: column 3, lines 47-51) 
and any wireless network computer (Blumberg: columns 7-8, lines 50-67, 1-5, 
respectively). 
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Claim 23. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in 
claim 15, (Brown: column 6, lines 30-35; column 3, lines 57-59; column 3, lines 42-65 
with figures 1-3; column 3, lines 42-65 with figures 1-3; column 6, lines 7-16; column 6, 
lines 6-65) wherein the computer is configured to calculate a total price for the building, 
including upgrade options. 

Claim 33. A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building (Brown: column 5, 
lines 12-14) as recited in claim 29, (Brown: column 6, lines 30-35; column 1, lines 21 -25 
with columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively column 8,lines 6-53) the computer 
comprises at least one of a laptop computer, a palm computer, a desk top computer 
(Brown: column 3, lines 47-51 ) and any wireless network computer (Blumberg: columns 
7-8, lines 50-67, 1-5, respectively). 

Claim 37. A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building (Brown: column 5, 
lines 12-14) as recited in claim 29, (Brown: column 6, lines 30-35; column 1, lines 21-25 
with columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively column 8,lines 6-53) wherein the 
computer is configured to calculate a total price (Blumberg: column 9, lines 34-40) for 
the selected upgrade options. 

Claim 38. A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building (Brown: column 5, 
lines 12-14) as recited in claim 29, (column 6, lines 30-35; column 1, lines 21-25 with 
columns 4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively column 8, lines 6-53) wherein the computer 
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is configured to calculate a total price (Blumberg: column 9, lines 34-40) for the building, 
including the upgrade options. 

Claim 50. The computer useable media as recited in claim 43, (Brown: column 10, lines 
20-27; column 8, lines 45-60; column 8, lines 48-67; column 1, lines 21-25 with columns 
4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively; column 4, lines 61-65; column 6, lines 7-65) 
wherein the computer readable program code is further executable to calculate a total 
price (Blumberg: column 9, lines 34-40) for the selected upgrade options. 

Claim 51 . The computer useable media as recited in claim 43, (Brown: column 10, lines 
20-27; column 8, lines 45-60; column 8, lines 48-67; column 1, lines 21-25 with columns 
4 & 5, lines 66-67, 1-6, respectively; column 4, lines 61-65; column 6, lines 7-65) 
wherein the computer readable program code is further executable to calculate a total 
price (Blumberg: column 9, lines 34-40) for the building, including selected upgrade 
options. 

7. Claims 57-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as unpatentable by Ryan et 
al., (U.S. Patent 5,673,402 (1997)), in view of Brown (U.S. Patent 5,794,216 (1998)). 
Ryan et al. teaches a computerized process capable of merging entered stored data 
with predetermined text data to compile into an output embodying an illustration of life 
insurance in conjunction with a mortgage for the home buyer (abstract); but doesn't 
teach details of the real estate process. Brown teaches a device for storing information 
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about a plurality of houses, for access by an application program executed on a 
computer or other programmable apparatus (abstract). At the time of invention, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Brown by Ryan et al. so 
as to add home owner's insurance as part into the final selling price. 

Claim 57. The information management method performed by a computer hosted 
application program (Ryan: title), which facilities a plurality of business process 
associated with a real estate transaction (Ryan: column 18, lines 1-5 with Brown: 
columns 1-2, lines 51-67 and 1-40), comprising the steps of: providing information 
relating to at least a graphical definition of a real estate entity in a database (Brown: 
column 5, lines 42-67 with figures 3-10); providing information relating to demographic 
indicia of a buyer in said database (Brown: columns 5-6, lines 40-67 and 1-6, 
respectively); providing information relating to a plurality of customization options 
available for said real estate entity, in said database (Brown: column 6, lines7-65); 
linking the graphical definition information with the buyer demographic indicia and the 
customization options (Brown: column 5, lines 42-67 with figures 3-10); displaying the 
graphical definition (Brown: column 5, lines 42-67 with figures 3-10); choosing 
customization options from the database; and associating the customization options 
with locations defined within the graphical definition to thereby define a customized 
graphical definition (Brown: column 5, lines 42-67 with figures 3-10). 
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Claim 58. The information management method according to claim 57, (Ryan: title; 
Brown: columns 5-6, lines 40-67 and 1-50, respectively) further comprising: associating 
a cost index with a base version of the real estate entity; associating a cost with each 
respective one of the plurality of customization options; and summing the cost indexes 
of the customization chosen from the database with the cost index of the real estate 
entity. 

Claim 59. The information management method according to claim 57, (Ryan: title; 
Brown: columns 5-6, lines 40-67 and 1-50, respectively) further comprising: formatting 
the summed cost indices in accordance with a financial transaction software overlay; 
and providing the formatted summed cost indices to a financial institution. 

Claim 60. The information management method according to claim 57, (Ryan: title; 
Brown: columns 5-6, lines 40-67 and 1-50, respectively) wherein the database is a 
relational database and wherein the display the graphical definition step and the 
choosing customization options step is performed by a user through a graphical user 
interface. 

Claim 61 . The information management method according to claim 59, (Ryan: title; 
Brown: columns 5-6, lines 40-67 and 1-50, respectively) further comprising: storing the 
customized graphical definition; forwarding a copy of the stored graphical definition to a 
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construction entity to thereby provide a customized construction plan containing 
customization options selected and located by a user. 

Claim 62. The information management method according to claim 59, (Ryan: title; 
Brown: columns 5-6, lines 40-67 and 1-50, respectively) further comprising: providing a 
set of statistical analysis software overlay applications; performing statistical analysis 
(Ryan: column 32, lines 15-24) on database elements in accordance with the set of 
statistical software overlay applications; and generating a set of statistical analysis 
reports (Ryan: column 32, lines 15-24) linking at least demographic indicia with 
customized graphical definitions and cost indicia (Ryan: column 28, lines 28-43). 

Claim 63. An information management system, of the type including a computer hosted 
application program, (Ryan: title) which facilitates a plurality of business process 
associated with a real estate transaction, (Ryan: column 18, lines 1-5 with Brown: 
columns 1-2, lines 51-67 and 1-40) the system comprising: at least a computer, having 
a graphical display and a memory storage area (Brown: column 5, lines 42-67 with 
figures 3-10); an application program including a relational database (Brown: column 5, 
lines 42-67 with figures 3-10); a first database portion including at least a graphical 
definition of a real estate entity (Brown: column 5, lines 42-67 with figures 3-10); a 
second database portion including demographic indicia related to individual ones of a 
plurality of buyers; a third database portion including information relating to a plurality of 
customization options (Brown: column 5, lines 42-67 with figures 3-10) available for said 
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real estate entity; relation definition linking graphical definition with the buyer 
demographic indicia (Ryan: column 28, lines 28-43) and the customization options; a 
graphical user interface including a graphical display capability; and wherein a user 
chooses customization options from the database and associates the customization 
options with locations defined within the graphical definition to thereby define a 
customized graphical definition (Brown: column 5, lines 42-67 with figures 3-10). 

Claim 64. The information management system according to claim 62, (Ryan: title; 
Brown: columns 5-6, lines 40-67 and 1-50, respectively) further comprising: a first cost 
index associated with a base version of the real estate entity; a multiplicity of cost 
indexes, each associated with a respective one of the plurality of customization options; 
and a summing subroutine for summing the cost indexes (Ryan: column 28, lines 28-43) 
of the customization options chosen from the database with cost index (Ryan: column 
28, lines 28-43) of the real estate entity. 

Claim 65. The information management system according to claim 63, (Ryan: title; 
Brown: columns 5-6, lines 40-67 and 1-50, respectively) further comprising: a financial 
transaction software overlay, defined by a financial institution; and a formatting engine, 
the engine formatting the summed cost indices (Ryan: column 28, lines 28-43) in 
accordance with financial transaction software overlay, wherein the formatted summed 
cost indices (Ryan: column 28, lines 28-43) are transmitted to the financial institution 
defining the software overlay. 
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Claim 66. The information management system according to claim 63, (Ryan: title; 
Brown: columns 5-6, lines 40-67 and 1-50, respectively) further comprising a set of 
statistical analysis software overlay applications, the applications, wherein the 
applications generate a set of statistical analysis reports linking at least demographic 
indicia with customized graphical definitions and cost indicia (Ryan: column 28, lines 28- 
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